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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Not 'ce of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326(Rev. 1-04) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The reply filed on 26 January 2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office 
Action because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): Applicant cannot just 
"reinstate" prior claims when an intervening amendment has been filed. All subsequent 
amendments must be made on the version of the claims present in the application at 
the time the subsequent amendment was made. Therefore, the amendments filed 4 
November 2003 and 6 January 2004 are improper in that they do not recite the claims 
as amended in the amendment filed 25 September 2003. And Applicant's request to 
"reinstate" the originally filed claims is improper and will not be granted. See 37 CFR 
1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever 
is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

2. In order to facilitate the submission of a proper amendment, the Examiner has 
copied the claims as presented in the amendment file 25 September 2003 below. 
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1 , (currently amended} A moisture sensor for detecting die presence of moisture? comprising 
an electric circuit and ICPs (intrinsic conduction polymers), clcttiii [mioti c s o f t he ICPs being 
dependent on m e- amount of moisture w it h wfercti tlicy wm t *mp c ontact a m i t he electric eueuit 
wherein the rnoisturc ^^sof comprises two layers of different decixc^hcmycai potential at least one of 
SAjd layer* compr^ft said ICPk, and a^ectric separating said \ Wk mifcm ?t* *YP* of 
absorb ing moisture and said rnoisrure sensor being arranged for detecting a c ha ngeof t he ticetrtc 
pf O ^ t ies trf -the I CPs for detecting merisUu^ Uwactuiit ' d in ihatt h e i€Fs form par t of a eapa&ity, the 
e le ctri c cfr ctm b eing aiiaii^cd fa dctu:dng ^changeo f t he capaci t y l oi vk ttcuufc the irebtcre 

» ln moi ^ iiMaatog^%«Bff» ftp jUffgPi ■'■ 

2. (currently amended) A moisture sensor according to claim i t characterized in that on a first 
side of a substrain there is pro vided a layer comprising the ICPs and that on a second side of the 

* substrate opposite the first side, electrodes are provided which together with the layer form part of the 

X (original) A moisture sensor according to claim 2, characterised in that the electrodes are 
deseed as a comb capacitor, 

4. (currently amended)) A moisture sensor according to claim I > characterized in that on a first 
side of a substrate, there is provided a layer comprising the IC Ps, while at least one first electrode is 
provided on a second side of the substrate opposite the first side and at least one second electrode Is 
provided on the layer, such that the layer lies at least partly between the first and the second electrode, 
the first and second electrodes together with the ICPs forming part of th e rapac it y 

5, {currently amended) A moisture sensor according to claim 4, characterized in that on the 
first side of the substrate, there are also provided conductive paths which together with the capacity 
caractog form an LC electrical eircuit-of thee ^ c ttric ci r cui t. 



6-16. (withdrawn) 
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I) A diaper provided with a moisture 




according to claim 1. 



18, (previously amended) A diaper provided with a moisture sensor according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the first side of the substrate faces an inner side of the diaper. 




\^jf 19. tnevrt A moisture sensor aecomina to claim | . wherein one of said layers is a metal 

20. fncurt A moisture sensor according to claim 19. herein said metal is aluminum. 

21 • f new) A moisture sensor according to claim 1 ^ wherein said two lavers both comprise iCfs- 

22. rnew) A moisture senspr according to claim 1 , wherein yfrf electric circuit is adapted to 
use said voltage difference as. an enemy source. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rose M Miller whose telephone number is 571-272- 
21 99. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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